
THE WOMAN WHO WAS FUC}(ED AND
FUCKED OVER FOR A CRANH (13th century)
Garin
trans. Ned Drubin

HOWEVER IVIUCH I HAVE BEEN t.AX
SINCE FIRSI' I WAS $ET TO TI-.II$ TASK,
I'LL NOW COMPOSE A FABLIAU
ABOUT SOI\4ETHING I CAI\{E TO KNOW
IN VEZELAY BY THE EXCHANGE,

,* lT's NoT AT r\Lt WITH1N THE RANGE
F OF MY PI.,IRF'O$E TO SAY WHO-I"OLD IT;

IT'S SHORT ENOUGH AND SOOhI UNFOLDED,
BUT LISTEN, IF YOI.J'RE CURIOUS.

GARIN THE {}TORY.TELLER SAYS
THAT ONCH THERE LIVED A CA$TELLAN,
NEITHER A FOOL NOR UNICOUTI.I hlIA]\$,

BUT COURTI-Y AND WELL.CULTURED TOO.
HE HAD A WORT'HY DAUGHTHR, WHO
WAS BEAUTIFUL" BEYOND CON/IPARE,
BUT THE CASTELLAN DIDN'T CARH
THAT At{Y I\II,AN HAVE CONVERSATIONS
OR $EE FIER, SAVE ON RARE OOCASIONS.
HE KEPT I.,IER SIiI..,IT UP IN ATOWER,
HE LOVED HER SO, AND WOULD ALLOW HER
ONLY HEFI NUR{;E FOR COI',1PAI'JY-*
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BUT WORLDLY-WISE AND DISCIPLINED,
WHO SAW TO IT HER CHARGE WAS PENNED
At{D OVERSAW HER EDUCATION.

WHILST ENGAGED IN THE PREFARATION
OF'THE GIRUS BREAKFASI IT OCCURS
ON ONE FINE MORNIhIG TO THE NURSE
THATTHEY COULD USEANOTHER PLATE,
AND OFF SHE HURRIES, DOESN'T WAIT,
BACK TO THEIR HOME, WHICH WAS QUITE
NEAR,
TO FETCH THE I{EEDED KITCHEN GEAR.
SHE DINN'T THINK TCI LOCK THE TOWER.
A YOUNG MAN AT THAT VERY I.IOUR

U, CAME WAI.KING BY THERE' AND HE HAD} RCRRruE HE RECENTLY HAD BAGGED
CLUTCHEN IN HIS RIGHT HAND.

NOW, THE GIRL,
WHO LIKHD TO LOOK OUT AT THE WORLD,
WAS SITTING BY THE WINDOW.PANE
AND SAW HIM PAS$ BY WITH THE CRANE.
SHE CALLED TO HIM AND SAID,
,MY FRIEND, WHAT BIRD HAVE YOU THERE IN
YOUR HANID,
ON YOI.,[R FATHER'$ SOUL?" HE EXPLAINS,
,BY ORL*ANSANDALL HER SAINTS,
MY LADY IT'S A LARGE, FINE CRANE."

THE GIRL REPLIE$, "[N GOD'S OWN NAME,
I'1''S FATAND FAIRAND JUST IT4ATURE;
I,,\/E NEVER $EEN IT$ LIKE, I'M SI.JRE.
I'D BUY IT FROM YOL', IF I COULD""
"hIY LADY" HE SAY$, "WELLAND GOOD'
IF THAT WOULD PLEASE YOU, I WILL SELL."
.,WHATARE YOU ASKING FOR IT, TELL?''
.'MY LADY FOR A FUCK IT'S YOURS,'
..{iAINT PETER HELP NTH NOW, BECAUSE
I HAVEN'TANIY FUOK TO TRADE!
GOD KNOWS, IF I N.{AD, WE'D HAVE IVIADE
A BARGAIN QUICKLY.*I'M NOT CHEAP__
At{D THE CRANE WOULD BE IvllNE TO KE:EP'"
.t".ACIY" HE SAYS, .St,lREl-Y YOU JEST.
I CERTAINLY WOULD NOT SUGGEIST
A FUCK UNLE$S YOU HAD A LOT.
BE QUICK AND PAY TVIE WHAT YOU'VE GOT.'
SI-{E SWEARS TO GOD TFIAT, JU$T HER LIJCK,
SHE'S NEVER EVER ISEEN A FUCK,
-VOUNG MAN," $HE $AYS, "COIME ON UF NOW
AND LOOK FOR YOURSELF HIGH AND LOW,
.I.JEATH BED AND BEI{CHES, ALLAROTJND'
.T'O SEE IF A FUCK CAN'T BH FOUT{D.'

THE YOUTH, WHO WAS WELL.BRED ANID
COIJRTLY

CAMIE TO HER INITH[: TOWER SHORTLY,

PRETENDING TO SEARCH THOROUG}"{N''
.,LADY" HE SA.ID "IT SE[[IS TO fuIE
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SHE.D NOT IV1UCH SENSE AND KNEW STILL
LESS,
TOLD HlM, "COhllE, FELLOW; HAVE A LOOK."
WITHOUT DELA)'THE YOUNG IUANTOOK
HER IN HIS ARMS WITH MIGHTAND MAIN
WHO WA$ ENAIv'IORED OF Hl$ CRAI{E,
PLACED HER IN BED AND GRABBHDI HER SHIFT
AND HIKED IT UR WENT ON TO LIFT
HER LEG$ WAY UP AND HELD THEMI I.IIGH,
AND HER CUNT QUICKTY CAUGHT I.IIS EYE,
AND ROUGHLY I".IE THRUST IN HIS R:OD.
.YOUNG MAN, YCIU"RE SEARCHING fuIUCH TOO

HARD!"
THE I\IAIDHN SAYS, SIGHING AND GASPING.
THE YOUNG TMANI COULDN'T KEEP F:ROM
LAUGHING,
INVOLVED TCI TI."IE HILT IN HIS GAMH:
'IT'$ JUST I"IVI GIVING YOU MY CRANE_
TAKE FULL POSSESSION OF THE BIRD"''
"YOU NEVER SPOKE ATRUER WORD,"
THE GIRL SAYS; "NOW BE OFF WITH YOU!"
HE LEFT HER SlrD AND THOUGHTFTJL, TOO,
WEI"IT FRONN THE TOWERANN TRAVELED ON,
AND HER NURSE CAT\TE BACK THEREUPON
AND SAW THE DA'VISEL WITH THE CRANE.
SHE TREMBLED, AND TI.IE BLOOD DID DRAIN
OUT OF HER FACE, AND SHE WAS SHORT
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"YOUNG LAOY WHAT'S THI$ BIRD? WHO
BROUGHT

IT HERE? NOW TELL THE TRUTH TO IVIE!',I BOUGHT IT JUST NOW HONE$TLY
FROM A YOUI{G MAN, WI-,IO SOLD THE BIRD
AND BROUGHT IT IN HERE, YOU'VE MY WORD.',WHAT DID YOU PAY?" "ONE FUCK, NO MORE;
IGAVE HIIVI NOTHING ELSE, EE SURE,"
"WRETCH TI.IAT IAM! WOE'S ME!A FUCK?
HOW COULD I HAVE SUCH AVUFUL LUCK
AS TO HAVE LEFTYOU HEREALONE?
I CURSE MY MOUTH FOR WHAT I'VE DONE
THAT EVER ITATE OR DREW BREATH!
I DESERVH TO BE PUT TO DEATH
ANID WILL BE, TOO, ITHINK, QUITE SOONI"
YOU'D THINK THE NURSE ABOUT TO SWOOI{
AND FALL TO THE FLOORALTOGETHER,
BUT STTLL SHE SET$ OUTTO DHFEATHER
THE CRANEAND DRESS IT FOR THE POT
AGARLIC SAUCE, SHE SAY$, IS NOT
WHAT'S CALLED FOR-PEPPER'S HER INTEN-

TION.
(l OFTHN HA\IE HEARD PEOpLE I\4ENTION
IN MAIIY PLACES THAT I'VE BEEN:
"ADVERSITYTI.,IAT ENDS UP IN
THE POTAT I-EAST GIVES $OMH SMALL COIVI.

FORT,')
SOME IT MAY PLEASEAND $OME DISCOMFIT,
SO WHAT?*THE NURSE SEASONS THE CRANE
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TO GET A KNIFE TO OPEN IT,
AND THE YOUNG GIRL RETURNS TO SIT
DOWN I3Y THE WINDOWAND LOOK OUT.

SHE SAW THE YOUNG MAN, STILLABOUT
AND GLAD OF WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE.
THE MAIDEN CALLED HIM $TRAIGHTAWAYS
AND SAID, "COME BACK HERE, SIR, AND QUICK!
MY NUR$H WAS ANGERED TO THE QUICK
BECAUSE YOU TOOK [/Y FTJCKAWAY
WHEN YOU SOLD ME YOUR CRANE TODAY.
DO GIVE IT BACK, AND BE $O KINO
NOT TO BHGRUDGE IT ME OR MIND.
COME HHRE, AND LET U$ TWO MAKE PEACE."

q, "MISSY l'LL DO JUSTAS YOU P[EASE,'ts IHT YoUNG MAN SAID;THEN UP HE CAME
AND STRETCHED HER OUTAND DID THE $AMH:
HE WEI\IT BHTWEEN HER LHGS AND POUNDED
THE FUCK RIGHT BACK WHERE HE HAD FOUND

IT.
WHEN HE HAD DONE, HE DIDN'T STAY
BUT TOOK HIS CRANE AND WENT AWAY
INSTEAD OF LEAVING IT BEHIND.
THE NURSE RHTURNED, THINKING SHE'D FIND
THE CRANE AND PUT IT UP TO ROAST.
"DON'T il-IURRY; lT'$ ALL LABOR LO$T,"
THE MAIDEN TOLD THE WOMAN, -FOR
THE MAN WHO JUST WENT OUT THAT DOOR

UNFUCKED ME AND TOOK EACK HI$ BIRD.-
THE NURSE, NO SOONER HAD SHE HEAIRD,
IVIADE OF HER GRIEF SUCH A DI$PLAY
AND CATLED DOWI{ CURSES ON THE DI\Y
SHE'D LEFT THE IVIAIDEN IN THE TOWER
THAT DAY FOR SOMH MAN TO DEFLOWHR:
-\MHY WAS I GIVEN YOU TO WATCH?
SO HEEDLESSLY HAVE I KEPT WATCH
THAT HERE YOU HAVE BEEN FUCKED AGAIN
AND I DON'T GETA BIT OF CRANE!
I GAVE THE MAN HIS CHANCE MYSELF:
-]THE CARELESS SHEPI-IERD FEEDS THE

WOLF!"
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