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When Robin, accompanied by Jenny Petherbridge, arrived in New York, she
seemed distracted. She would not listen to Jenny’s suggestion that they should
make their home in the country. She said a hotel was ‘good enough’. Jenny
could do nothing with her; it was as if the motive power which had direct-

ed Robin’s life, her day as well as her night, had been crippled. For the first
week or two she would not go out, then, thinking herself alone, she began to
haunt the terminals, taking trains into different parts of the country, wandering
without design, going into many out-of-the-way churches, sitting in the darkest
corner, or standing against the wall, one foot turned toward the toe of the other,
her hands folded at their length, her head bent. As she had taken the Catholic
vow long before, now she came into church as one renouncing something; her
hands before her face, she knelt, her teeth against her palm, fixed in an un-
thinking stop as one who hears of death suddenly; death that cannot form until
the shocked tongue has given its permission. Moving like a housewife come to
set straight disorder in an unknown house, she came forward with a light taper,
and setting it up, she turned, drawing on her thick white gloves, and with her
slow headlong step, left the church. A moment later Jenny, who had followed
her, looking about to be sure that she was unobserved, darted up to the sconce,
snatched the candle from its spike, blew it out; relit it and set it back.

Robin walked the opén country in the same manner, pulling at the flowers,
speaking in a low voice to the animals. Those that came near, she grasped,
straining their fur back until their eyes were narrowed and their teeth bare, her
own teeth showing as if her hand were upon her own neck.

Because Robin’s engagements were with something unseen; because in her
speech and in her gestures there was a desperate anonymity, Jenny became
hysterical. She accused Robin of a ‘sensuous communion with unclean spirits’,
and in putting her wickedness into words she struck herself down. She did not
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