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The hare is also a constellation

in the listless, frigid hydrosphere

Same cosmic fatstiff freezefearflood

same cuntstiff looptrack fatflood

We like suckle animals, egg animals, whalenut animals
prefer not to give birth to live young

TRANSLATED BY JOHANNES GORANSSON

Summer vacation arrived. Although | had looked forward to it im-
patiently, it proved to be one of those between-acts during which
one does not know what to do with himself; although | had hun-
gered for it, it proved to be an uneasy feast for me.

(1949)

Ever since | had contracted a light case of tuberculosis in infancy,
the doctor had forbidden me to expose myself to strong ultravio-
let rays. When at the seacoast, | was never allowed to stay out in
the direct rays of the sun more than thirty minutes at a time. Any
violation of this rule always brought its own punishment in a swift
attack of fever. | was not even allowed to take part in swimming
practice at school. Consequently | had never learned to swim.
Later, this inability to swim gained new significance in con-

nection with the persistent fascination the sea came to have 1 9 .
for me, with those occasions on which it exercised such turbulent
power over me.

Yukio Mishima

At the time of which | speak, however, | had not yet encountered this
overpowering temptation of the sea. And yet, wanting somehow to
while away the boredom of a season which was completely distasteful
to me, a season moreover which awakened inexplicable longings with-
in me, | spent that summer at the beach with my mother and brother
and sister. . .

Suddenly | realized that | had been left alone on the rock.

| had walked along the beach toward this rock with my brother and
sister a short time before, looking for the tiny fish that flashed in the
rivulets between the rocks. Our catch had not been as good as we had
foreseen, and my small sister and brother had become bored. A maid
had come to call us to the beach umbrella where my mother was sitting.



