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born sit The beginning begins with the shoes. When a child T am nev-
: i er able to abide being barefoot and always beg for shoes, an-
ik stream 7 ybody’s shoes, even on the hottest days. My mother, a minha
mae, is frowning, is angry at what she says are my prettify
b solitary _ ways. Only bad women wear high heels. I am dangerous, she
Y 2 says, and wild but she relents and lets me wear the throwa-
thetall falling P way shoes from Senhora’s house, pointy-toe, one raised heel
broke, the other worn and a buckle on top. As a result, Lina
alive tran SNoOw § says, my feet are useless, will always be too tender for life

\ and never have the strong soles, tougher than leather, that life
............... requires. Lina is correct. Florens, she says, it’s 1690. Who
else these days has the hands of a slave and the feet of a Por-

4 gate tuguese lady? So when I set out to find you, she and Mistress
el b : give me Sir’s boots that fit a man not a girl. They stuff them
then stone ; with hay and oily corn husks and tell me to hide the letter

/ inside my stocking—no matter the itch of the sealing wax. [

b \ bridges am lettered but I do not read what Mistress writes and Lina

Y ; and Sorrow cannot. But I know what it means to say to any
o San evening , who stop me.

My head is light with the confusion of two things, hunger for
you and scare if I am lost. Nothing frights me more than this
errand and nothing is more temptation. From the day you dis-
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